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Zurab Kiknadze

The Genealogy of “Merani”
Summary

It is known that the stimulus for the creating of “Merani” was the ordinary fact - the
captivity of poet’s close relative and friend Ilia Orbeliani in Dagestan. The poem was
written as if its author were Ilia (“Look, what thinks the poet instead of Iliko”). The fictive
hero of “Merani”, the captive officer, speaks about the freedom, “overstepping of border
of Fate”, which are existential categories, the signs of the inner experience, as the whole
language of the poem; they have only formal relation with the passions and experience of an
ordinary man as was the Dagestan captive. The captivity and escaping (or liberating)
from it which could be experience of any warrior echos in the imagination of the poet to
his real aspirations: the poet feels himself as a captive and alien in the native country and
society and tries to break the fetters which ties him up. This is the theme of “Merani”
and the same theme is elaborated openly or in hidden form in the letters to his close
friends. This experience, especially, sitting in the pit, could change the mentality of the
captive officer, but he continues to be the same what he was. Another captive, the
habitant of the pit, in 18" century, was made a poet through this very experience. It was
David Guramishvili. But his name and course of life was still unknown at that time for
author of “Merani” and for Georgian society at all.



