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bgpdgdos go begds dobo gmbyz@gdymo Gm@dgdol ©odm§dgds, mydEe
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dobgogom, dogo koo dgdgo@ds Jognodl [g@sl g3mbol.

Sbogmmoyg@dse, gbgzogeol  boangsdo  (9bgg. 10-11) se{g@ogos, Gmym®
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ba{boangdow. osbggg dg3o@os dofo, @m@s dobo dogmabargdgano  doans
dm§gg9d0aos dobgeb. gl dpgmds®gmds dggen  semddsdo dofols wo ©dg@mols

16
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‘dgboon dgbo gm0 (gU. 62:4-5).

aoagmol  Lodygs-3690s, Gmagmd 3 dommammygds, msgolbo  sdmbogsgo
1gdob@ogol  (,,gobdo®(335%, ,,30d0dgangds™)  dgbodbhyybgdom, my gomo dbdog,
3o3moa5b  25T0Tdgmgdyeo, 93530090 dofol  amds@gmdsby  dopagebodbgdls,
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17



P.S. d9oboyggybggdol glssbgan 3mg@dl dgeomdm 06b aodo@menls (1021-1058)
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The Rhythms in the Old Testament History

Four substantially differing periods can be identified in the history of The Chosen people:

1. The age of the patriarchs in Canaan is characterized by being aliens, sojourns, ger. Canaan is a
land where he is to remain always as an alien, a ger. Abraham is always on the move, wandering
through the country. This journeying is hiss mode of life. He does not ever build a house
anywhere, apart from the only stone structure, and pitches a tent for dwelling, this being one of
the main attributes of being in exile (Ps. 120:5). The patriarchs led an Abelian type of life, dealt
with by Saint Augustine in his De civitate Dei (XV, 1), whereby Abel is fundamentally opposed
to Cain who became the first builder of cities, his descendants founded an urban civilization of
which Terah and Abraham — forfathers of the chosen people get rid.

2. The Egyptian period. What was their modus vivendi in Egypt? Their status as of sojourners
changed. They become slaves that of urbanistic-industrial civilization — builder of cities,
palaces, temples and pyramids. A people descending from “dwellers in tents” — successors of
those who never built a substantive house — now made bricks in Egypt to build cities. Slavery is
the ultimate type of sojourn.

3. The period of wilderness. Getting rid of Egyptian slavery and liberation became linked to the
wilderness. “Let us into the wilderness...” (Ex. 5:3). Coming out of Egypt was at the same time
going into the wilderness — to freedom. There were two paths from sojourn: one — descent to
slavery, which occurred in Egypt; the other — rise to liberty, which the people found in the
wilderness.

4. The period of settlement in Canaan. After crossing the Jordan, the modus vivendi of the
people changed to the reverse of sojourn and Abelian free life. The twelve tribes divided among
themselves the land of Canaan, so that each might settle on its lot whose boundaries were set
once and for all, firmly and unalterably. but settling is a process rather than a single act. First the
nation’s theocratic guidance continued in the form of the charismatic rule of the judges,
superseded after several generations by kingship. Whereas judgeship, as a continuation of
Moses’ leadership was an expression of freedom, kingdom points to possession of land. The
process of becoming established is completed and reached sits peak in the building of the temple
and palace in place of tents.

500gk©s Ju@boaTo ,,Lgdom@o o™, 3/2008, ag. 176-201.
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